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The survey was conducted as a supplement to the ABS Monthly Population Survey.

Please refer to the Explanatory Notes at the back of this publication for further details

about this survey.

AB O U T TH E SU R V E Y

This publication contains results from the State Supplementary Survey conducted in

Western Australia (WA) in October 2007. It presents information on community

preparedness for emergencies in WA. Topics covered include statistics on: emergency

action plans –such as prearranged exit plans from residences and alternate

accommodation arrangements in event of an emergency; transportation needs during

evacuation; householders who have caring responsibilities for non-household members;

members of households who do not understand English; and the availability of stored

drinking water and emergency food stores.

Data items were collected from Any Responsible Adult (ARA) on behalf of the household.

A full data item list is available in the Appendix.

AB O U T TH I S PU B L I C A T I O N

Western AustraliaWA

statistical regionSR

standard errorSE

relative standard errorRSE

Monthly Population SurveyMPS

Australian Standard Geographical ClassificationASGC

any responsible adultARA

Australian Bureau of StatisticsABSAB B R E V I A T I O N S
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Responses from households that had experienced a major emergency reflected their

heightened awareness of the need to be prepared for another such event. As shown in

the graph below, among households that had experienced a major emergency, when

asked about a future emergency, 59.3% had an exit plan, 32.6% were unwilling to

evacuate their home, 23.4% had a household member who may be called upon to assist

in an emergency and 17.8% had an agreed place to meet. In contrast, among households

that had not experienced a major emergency, the proportions were 45.4%, 9.6%, 8.1%

and 9.8% respectively.

Central Metropolitan

North Metropolitan

South East Metropolitan

South West Metropolitan

East Metropolitan

Total Perth

0 2 4 6 8 10
% of households

EXPERIENCED ANY MAJOR EMERGENCIES

In Western Australia (WA), 7.9% (65,100) of households reported having experienced a

major emergency. In Perth, 5.2% (31,800) of households had experienced a major

emergency. This contrasted with 12.9% (15,800) of households in Lower Western WA,

and 21.3% (17,500) in the Remainder – Balance WA. Within the Perth region, experience

of major emergencies was highest in East Metropolitan (9.9% or 10,000 households) and

South West Metropolitan (6.1% or 8,200) households.

Exper ienced any major

emergencies

Emergency events can include fires, medical transport and emergencies, rescues, other

natural events (such as floods, earthquakes, tsunamis, landslides, heatwaves, cyclones

and other storms), consequences of acts of terrorism, technological and hazardous

material incidents (such as chemical spills, harmful gas leaks, radiological contamination,

explosions and spills of petroleum and petroleum products), and the quarantine and

control of diseases and biological contaminants.  {From: Emergency management

information development plan, 2006, cat. no. 1385.0, page 9}

EM E R G E N C I E S

This Survey collected information related to emergency situations and involved two

separate themes. Firstly, information was gathered about the characteristics of

households that emergency authorities would need to know should householders need

to be evacuated from their homes. Secondly, the survey assessed how prepared

householders were in the event of an emergency, e.g. emergency food and water

supplies and contact with the outside world.

CO M M U N I T Y

PR E P A R E D N E S S FO R

EM E R G E N C Y
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Some households may require transport assistance to leave the area of an emergency. In

WA,  24.6% (201,700) of households said they would require some form of transport

assistance. This level of demand was similar throughout the state.

Required transport

assistance

Require assistance 
to exit

Require transport 
assistance

%

0

20

40

60

80
Person living alone
Couple only
Couple with children
Lone parent with children
Other households

EVACUAT ION ASSISTANCE, by Househo ld type

Almost one in five (19.0% or 155,300) WA households indicated that some members

would need help to get out of their dwellings. The biggest demand for exit assistance

came from households with at least one child under 15 years of age where half (52.8% or

118,300), were dependent on assistance if dwelling evacuation was required.

Required assistance to

exit dwell ing

The level of success in the management of major emergencies is dependent on a

number of important factors relating to the affected households. Some households have

specific needs including whether the household requires assistance to exit the dwelling

or requires transport assistance, whether the household has access to alternative

accommodation and whether they have pets that need evacuation. Other factors can

include household members who provide unpaid care to a non–household member,

household members who have a role that may be called on to assist in the emergency,

household members who do not understand English and lastly households that are

unwilling to evacuate.

EM E R G E N C Y EV A C U A T I O N

AN D HO U S E H O L D

CH A R A C T E R I S T I C S

Provide unpaid care to non-household member

Require assistance to exit dwelling

Agreed meeting place

Have a role that may be called on to assist

Require transport assistance

Not willing to evacuate

Exit plan from dwelling

Pets needing evacuation

0 20 40 60 80
% of households

Experienced in emergencies
No experience in emergency

HOUSEHOLD RESPONSE IN AN EMERGENCY, by Selec ted itemsExper ienced any major

emergencies  continued
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Respondents were asked whether anyone in their household had a role such as a

firefighter, police officer, medical personnel, emergency services officer, volunteer or

defence reserves that may require them to assist during an emergency. These people

may find themselves called away from their home leaving other household members

vulnerable.

Almost one in ten (9.3% or 76,300) WA households had members who had a role that

could be called upon during an emergency. In Perth 7.2% of households had a member

who could be called on during an emergency compared with 12.6% of households in

Lower Western WA and 20.6% of households in Remainder – Balance WA.

The level of participation in activities likely to be called upon in an emergency was higher

among households that had experienced a major emergency, 23.4% compared with 8.1%

of households that had not experienced an emergency.

Household member has

role that may be cal led on

in emergency

Some household members are unpaid carers of one or more people outside their

household. If they were evacuated from their home and were unable to return, the

people who usually receive their care could also be indirectly affected by an emergency

situation.

In WA, 6.3% (51,600) of households had at least one member who looked after or

provided unpaid care for someone living in another household. Within the Perth

metropolitan area, the proportion ranged from 6.2% in the South West Metropolitan

region to 8.4% in the East Metropolitan region.

Unpaid carers to

non–household member

Overall, 53.3% (436,200) of households in WA reported that they had pets that would

need evacuation in the event of a major emergency. In the Perth metropolitan area the

proportion with pets ranged from 32.6% in the Central Metropolitan region to 57.4% in

the East Metropolitan region. Outside of Perth, 60.3% of households in the Lower

Western WA region and 62.8% in the Remainder – Balance WA stated that they had pets

that would need to be evacuated.

Having pets needing evacuation was highest among couple with children households

(67.8%) and lone parent with children households (62.3%), in households living in a

separate house (59.6%) and in households in dwellings that were owned outright or

being purchased (57.4%).

Pets needing evacuat ion

Access to alternate accommodation reduces demand for emergency accommodation.

Most Western Australian households (92.1% or 754,300) reported having access to

alternate accommodation in the event of a major emergency.

Access to alternate accommodation was lowest among households living in a flat, unit or

apartment or other dwelling (87.8%) and households in rented accommodation (88.9%).

Access to alternate

accommodation

The requirement for transport assistance was highest in households with children.

Approximately 39.6% of lone parent with children households and 38.0% of couple with

children households required transport assistance compared with 9.5% of couple only

households.

Required transport

assistance  continued
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Most Western Australians get their drinking water from reticulated mains supply. During

a major emergency this source may be cut–off or contaminated. Survival may depend on

having available potable drinking water. Householders were asked how much water they

had stored in bottles, containers or tanks.

Overall, 30.1% (246,100) of WA households had no stored drinking water, 30.2% had

between 1 to less than 5 litres and 18.2% had 20 litres or more.

Avai lable stored drinking

water

Householders were asked whether their households had an agreed place to meet if after

an emergency evacuation from their home they became separated. In WA, 10.5%

(85,800) of households had an agreed place to meet if they became separated following

evacuation.

In households that had previously experienced a major emergency the proportion with

an agreed meeting place was (17.8%), almost double the proportion found in

households that had not faced a major emergency (9.8%).

Agreed meeting place

Having an exit plan was highest among person living alone households (62.4%). Of the

remaining household types, the proportion with an exit plan ranged from 39.0% for

couple with children households to 43.2% for couple only households.

Of households in a separate house, 44.2% had an exit plan compared with 56.6% for

households in semi–detached, row or terrace houses and 54.7% in flats/units or

apartments and other dwellings.

South East Metropolitan

South West Metropolitan

North Metropolitan

Central Metropolitan

East Metropolitan

Total Perth

40 45 50 55
% of households

EXIT PLAN FROM DWELL ING, Per th reg ion

Householders were asked whether they have plans on how to get out of their dwellings

if there were an evacuation. Almost half (46.5% or 381,100) WA households reported

having such a plan. Within the Perth metropolitan region, the East Metropolitan region

had the highest percentage of household with an exit plan (51.1%) followed by the

Central Metropolitan region  (46.7%) and the North Metropolitan region (45.3%).

Exit plan

Indicators of preparedness for an emergency include whether households had an exit

plan, an agreed meeting place, stored water and food, access to communication, a

member with a first aid qualification and the keeping together of medication and

important documents.

PR E P A R E D N E S S FO R

EM E R G E N C Y
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Householders were asked whether anyone in their household was on medication for any

long term medical conditions (e.g. asthma, epilepsy, diabetes, angina) and if so, whether

they keep their medications together so they could be easily collected if an emergency

required them to evacuate their home.

In WA, 42.7% (349,600) of households had a family member on medication for a long

term medical condition, comprising 40.5% who kept their medication together and 2.2%

who did not keep their medication together.

Storage of medicat ion

Householders were asked whether anyone in their household had a first aid

qualification.

Slightly more than half of WA households (51.4% or 420,700) included someone who

had a first aid qualification. Within Perth, the proportion of households with first aid

qualifications ranged from 46.1% in the South East Metropolitan region to 52.9% in the

North Metropolitan region. Outside Perth, 59.5% of households in Remainder–Balance

WA region had someone with a first aid qualification while the Lower Western WA region

reflected the WA average of 51.4%.

Of the 243,100 couple with children households, two-thirds (67.6%) had someone with a

first aid qualification. In contrast, 49.3% of lone parent with children households had a

first aid qualification. In couple only households and person living alone households the

proportion with first aid qualifications were 50.1% and 31.8% respectively.

First aid qual i f icat ions

In an emergency, cooking facilities and electricity may not be available. Having

emergency food, i.e. food that does not need cooking or refrigeration, could be essential

for survival.

About one in three (35.9% or 293,600) households had enough emergency food to last

1–3 days, 26.8% had enough to last 7–14 days, 23.6% had 4–6 days supply and 6.2% had

supplies for more than 14 days. In 7.2% of households no emergency food was stored.

Within the Perth region, approximately half of the households either had food for 4–6

days (23.7%) or 7–14 days (24.4%), while 37.5% had food for 1–3 days. Households in the

Balance of Western Australia were better prepared with 34.3% having sufficient

emergency food supplies for 7–14 days.

In households where all members understood English, 93.3% had at least one day's

supply of emergency food compared with 77.2% of households where at least one

member did not understand English.

Food that does not need

cooking or refr igerat ion

Among households that had experienced a major emergency, 42.1% had 20 or more

litres of stored drinking water compared with 16.1% of households that had not

experienced an emergency.

Over one fifth (21.5%) of households living in a separate house had 20 or more litres of

drinking water compared with 5.3% of households living in semi detached, row or

terrace houses and 5.0% in flat and unit apartments or other dwelling types.

Similarly, 20.7% of households living in fully owned or being purchased dwellings had 20

litres or more litres of water stored compared with 10.6% of in rented accommodation.

Avai lable stored drinking

water  continued
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For authorities to transmit information relating to emergency situations and for

households to receive information about the level of the emergency and evacuation

procedures, communication is essential. Respondents were asked whether they had a

portable radio with working batteries (in the event of electricity cuts), the type of

landline telephone if any, that was in their household, how many mobile telephones

their household had and whether they had access to the internet.

PORTABLE RADIO — Almost half (47.7% or 390,700) of WA households did not have a

portable radio with working batteries. Not having a portable radio with working batteries

was less common in couple only households (37.8%) and more common among

households in rented dwellings (55.6%).

LANDLINE TELEPHONES — In WA, 89.3% (731,600) of households had a landline telephone

connection comprising 32.6% with a cordless handset, 20.8% with a fixed handset and

35.9% with both types of  handsets.

MOBILE TELEPHONES — Three in five (60.5% or 495,100) WA households had more than one

mobile telephone, 29.6% had one mobile telephone and 10% had none.

In households where all members understood English 60.8% had more than one mobile

telephone, 29.4% had one and 9.8% had none. In households where there was a

member who did not understand English the proportions were 49.5%, 34.6% and 16.0%

respectively.

Families with children represented households with the highest level of multiple mobile

telephones. Of couple with children households, 91.7% had more than one mobile

telephone, compared with 66.0% of lone parent with children households and 65.7% of

couple only households.

INTERNET ACCESS — One in three (32.3% or 264,700) households in WA did not have

internet access. More than half (58.3%) person living alone households were without

internet access. In contrast, among couple with children households 10.8% were without

the service. For couple only households and lone parent with children households the

proportion having no internet access were 31.0% and 33.1% respectively.

Communicat ion

Another indicator of whether householders were prepared for emergencies was whether

they kept their important documents, such as wills, passports or insurance policies

together so they could be easily located and taken with them in the event of an

emergency. Householders who reported that they kept their important documents in

premises outside their home (e.g. a bank or in storage) were included with those who

kept their documents together at home.

The majority of households (81.8% or 669,600) in WA reported that they kept their

important documents together.

Keeping documents

together
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One aspect of preparedness for an emergency is having a torch which is ready to use in

the home, in the event of power failure during darkness. In WA, 89.0% (729,100) of

households had a torch that was ready to use.

Having no torch ready for use was reported by 24.4% of households in flats, units and

apartments and other dwellings, 18.3% in semi–detached, row or terrace house etc. and

8.4% of households in a separate house.

Torch for ready use

Age of household members was a distinctive factor in levels of access to communication.

Access to the modern methods of communication such as mobile telephones and the

internet was more prevalent among younger households. In households where there

was at least one child under 15 years of age, 1.7% had no access to a mobile telephone

and 17.7% had no internet access. In contrast, where a household contained at least one

person aged 60 years and over, 28.2% had no mobile telephone and 54.7% had no

internet access.

For portable radios and landline telephone connection the reverse was the case. In

households where there was at least one child under 15 years of age, 55.0% had no

portable radio with working batteries, 8.7% had no landline telephone connection, while

in households with at least one person aged 60 years or over 37.1% had no portable

radio and 3.7% had no landline connection.

(a) May also have persons aged 60 years and over.
(b) May also have persons aged under 15 years.

No portable
 radio

No landline 
connection

No mobile
 telephone

No internet
access

%
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20

40
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EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, Access to commun icat ionCommunicat ion  continued

A B S • CO M M U N I T Y P R E P A R E D N E S S FO R EM E R G E N C I E S , W A • 4 8 1 8 . 5 • OC T 2 0 0 7 9

S U M M A R Y O F F I N D I N G S  continued



3316 Emergency preparedness,  by dwelling type–WA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3115 Emergency preparedness,  by tenure type–WA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2914 Emergency preparedness,  by household type–WA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2713 Emergency preparedness,  by age group–WA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2512 Emergency preparedness,  by ability to understand English–WA . . . . . . . . .
2311 Emergency preparedness,  by experience in major emergencies–WA . . . . . .
2110 Emergency preparedness,  by non–metropolitan region–WA . . . . . . . . . . .
199 Emergency preparedness,  by Perth metropolitan region–WA . . . . . . . . . . .

EM E R G E N C Y PR E P A R E D N E S S

188 Evacuation and selected household characteristics,  by dwelling type–WA . . .
177 Evacuation and selected household characteristics,  by tenure type–WA . . . .
16

6 Evacuation and selected household characteristics,  by household

type–WA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

155 Evacuation and selected household characteristics,  by age group–WA . . . . .
144 Evacuation and selected household characteristics,  by exit plan–WA . . . . . .
13

3 Evacuation and selected household characteristics,  by experience in

major emergencies–WA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

12
2 Evacuation and selected household characteristics,  by non–metropolitan

region–WA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

11
1 Evacuation and selected household characteristics,  by Perth metropolitan

region–WA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

EV A C U A T I O N PL A N AN D SE L E C T E D HO U S E H O L D CH A R A C T E R I S T I C S

page

10 A B S • CO M M U N I T Y P R E P A R E D N E S S FO R EM E R G E N C I E S , W A • 4 8 1 8 . 5 • OC T 2 0 0 7

L I S T O F T A B L E S



* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution

100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0Total households

9.39.09.06.416.37.6Not willing to evacuate
3.53.72.83.23.4*6.0Unable to understand English
7.25.77.97.47.57.7Have a role that may be called on to assist
6.96.96.26.58.46.9Provide unpaid care to non-household member

50.652.352.749.557.432.6Pets needing evacuation
91.792.489.792.892.490.2Have access to alternate accommodation
24.626.126.223.024.123.1Require transport assistance
19.318.722.918.518.615.9Require assistance to exit dwelling

5.2*5.06.1*2.79.9*3.0Experienced any major emergencies

PR O P O R T I O N  (% )

614.9140.0134.8181.9101.356.9Total households

57.212.612.111.716.54.3Not willing to evacuate
21.65.13.75.83.5*3.4Unable to understand English
44.08.010.613.47.64.4Have a role that may be called on to assist
42.29.78.311.98.53.9Provide unpaid care to non-household member

311.173.371.090.158.218.5Pets needing evacuation
564.0129.3120.9168.893.651.3Have access to alternate accommodation
151.336.535.341.924.413.2Require transport assistance
118.726.230.933.718.99.1Require assistance to exit dwelling

31.8*7.08.2*4.910.0*1.7Experienced any major emergencies

HO U S E H O L D S  ( ' 0 0 0 )

South East

Metropolitan

South West

Metropolitan

North

Metropolitan

East

Metropolitan

Central

Metropolitan Perth

PERTH METROPOLITAN REGION

EVACUAT ION AND SELECTED HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERIST ICS, by Per th met ropo l i tan

reg ion —WA1
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(a) Total non–metropolitan region.* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to
50% and should be used with caution

100.0100.0100.0100.0Total households

11.417.714.619.8Not willing to evacuate
3.1*1.8*2.7*1.2Unable to understand English
9.315.820.612.6Have a role that may be called on to assist
6.34.65.63.9Provide unpaid care to non-household member

53.361.362.860.3Pets needing evacuation
92.193.292.194.0Have access to alternate accommodation
24.624.727.123.1Require transport assistance
19.017.921.115.8Require assistance to exit dwelling

7.916.321.312.9Experienced any major emergencies

PR O P O R T I O N  (% )

818.9204.182.1121.9Total households

93.436.212.024.2Not willing to evacuate
25.3*3.8*2.2*1.5Unable to understand English
76.332.316.915.4Have a role that may be called on to assist
51.69.4*4.64.7Provide unpaid care to non-household member

436.2125.151.673.5Pets needing evacuation
754.3190.375.7114.6Have access to alternate accommodation
201.750.522.228.2Require transport assistance
155.336.617.319.3Require assistance to exit dwelling

65.133.317.515.8Experienced any major emergencies

HO U S E H O L D S  ( ' 0 0 0 )

Remainder

– Balance

WA

Lower

Western

WA

Western

Australia

Balance

of Western

Australia(a)

NON–METROPOLITAN
REGION

EVACUAT ION AND SELECTED HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERIST ICS, by non–  met ropo l i tan

reg ion —WA2
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution

100.0100.0100.0Total households

11.49.632.6Not willing to evacuate
3.13.2*1.3Unable to understand English
9.38.123.4Have a role that may be called on to assist
6.36.27.2Provide unpaid care to non-household member

53.351.869.7Pets needing evacuation
92.192.291.5Have access to alternate accommodation
24.624.624.5Require transport assistance
19.019.413.7Require assistance to exit dwelling

PR O P O R T I O N  (% )

818.9753.965.1Total households

93.472.221.2Not willing to evacuate
25.324.5*0.9Unable to understand English
76.361.115.2Have a role that may be called on to assist
51.646.94.7Provide unpaid care to non-household member

436.2390.845.4Pets needing evacuation
754.3694.859.5Have access to alternate accommodation
201.7185.816.0Require transport assistance
155.3146.48.9Require assistance to exit dwelling

HO U S E H O L D S  ( ' 0 0 0 )

Total

Never

experienced

a major

emergency

Experienced

a major

emergency

EVACUAT ION AND SELECTED HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERIST ICS, by exper ience in major

emergenc ies —WA3
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100.0100.0100.0Total households

11.410.412.6Not willing to evacuate
3.13.72.4Unable to understand English
9.37.511.5Have a role that may be called on to assist
6.35.67.1Provide unpaid care to non-household member

53.354.951.4Pets needing evacuation
92.191.293.1Have access to alternate accommodation
24.624.724.6Require transport assistance
19.020.317.4Require assistance to exit dwelling

7.96.110.1Experienced any major emergencies

PR O P O R T I O N  (% )

818.9437.8381.1Total households

93.445.348.1Not willing to evacuate
25.316.29.1Unable to understand English
76.332.743.6Have a role that may be called on to assist
51.624.627.0Provide unpaid care to non-household member

436.2240.3195.9Pets needing evacuation
754.3399.4354.9Have access to alternate accommodation
201.7108.093.7Require transport assistance
155.389.166.3Require assistance to exit dwelling

65.126.538.6Experienced any major emergencies

HO U S E H O L D S  ( ' 0 0 0 )

Total

No exit

plan

Exit

plan

EVACUAT ION AND SELECTED HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERIST ICS, by ex i t plan —WA4
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np not available for publication but included in totals where applicable,
unless otherwise indicated

(a) May also have persons aged 60 years and over.
(b) May also have persons aged under 15 years.

* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be
used with caution

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0Total households

14.07.411.4*15.67.113.912.3Not willing to evacuate
3.53.43.1—3.63.62.5Unable to understand English
5.410.69.3npnp5.411.0Have a role that may be called on to assist
5.74.96.3npnp5.77.5Provide unpaid care to non-household member

42.066.553.372.966.341.052.9Pets needing evacuation
91.292.092.188.792.291.392.6Have access to alternate accommodation
22.150.324.649.450.321.211.0Require transport assistance
13.052.819.048.253.011.82.7Require assistance to exit dwelling

8.28.17.9npnp8.37.6Experienced any major emergencies

PR O P O R T I O N  (% )

238.7223.9818.97.7216.2231.1364.0Total households

33.316.693.4*1.215.432.144.7Not willing to evacuate
8.47.725.3—7.78.49.2Unable to understand English

12.823.676.3npnp12.640.1Have a role that may be called on to assist
13.511.051.6npnp13.127.5Provide unpaid care to non-household member

100.4149.0436.25.6143.494.8192.5Pets needing evacuation
217.8206.0754.36.8199.2211.0337.2Have access to alternate accommodation

52.9112.5201.7*3.8108.749.140.1Require transport assistance
31.0118.3155.3*3.7114.627.39.7Require assistance to exit dwelling
19.518.165.1npnp19.227.8Experienced any major emergencies

HO U S E H O L D S  ( ' 0 0 0 )

At least

one

person

aged 60

years

and over

No

persons

aged 60

years

and over

At least

one

person

aged 60

years

and over

No

persons

aged 60

years

and over

At least

one

person

aged 60

years

and

over(b)

At least

one

person

under 15

years(a)
Total

households

AT LEAST ONE
PERSON UNDER
15 YEARS OF AGE

NO PERSONS UNDER
15 YEARS OF AGE

EVACUAT ION AND SELECTED HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERIST ICS, by age group —WA5
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(a) May include children under 15 years, dependent students and
non-dependent children.

* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and
should be used with caution

100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0Total households

11.48.85.110.213.314.1Not willing to evacuate
3.1*3.94.43.52.22.8Unable to understand English
9.38.87.612.110.16.2Have a role that may be called on to assist
6.3*5.36.75.47.06.9Provide unpaid care to non-household member

53.352.562.367.850.736.3Pets needing evacuation
92.187.293.592.392.792.4Have access to alternate accommodation
24.625.739.638.09.518.5Require transport assistance
19.022.228.338.35.75.6Require assistance to exit dwelling

7.97.86.28.39.07.2Experienced any major emergencies

PR O P O R T I O N  (% )

818.972.278.1243.1210.7214.8Total households

93.46.44.024.828.030.3Not willing to evacuate
25.3*2.83.48.54.66.0Unable to understand English
76.36.36.029.321.413.3Have a role that may be called on to assist
51.6*3.85.213.114.714.7Provide unpaid care to non-household member

436.237.948.6164.8106.878.1Pets needing evacuation
754.362.973.1224.5195.3198.5Have access to alternate accommodation
201.718.531.092.520.139.7Require transport assistance
155.316.022.193.212.012.1Require assistance to exit dwelling

65.15.64.820.219.115.4Experienced any major emergencies

HO U S E H O L D S  ( ' 0 0 0 )

Total

Other

household

types

Lone

parent with

children(a)
Couple with

children(a)
Couple

only

Person

living

alone

EVACUAT ION AND SELECTED HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERIST ICS, by househo ld type —WA6
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered too unreliable for general

use
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
np not available for publication but included in totals where applicable, unless otherwise indicated
(a) Includes life tenure scheme, rent–free, other tenure types and inadequately described arrangements.

100.0100.0100.0100.0Total households

11.4**18.26.113.2Not willing to evacuate
3.1—3.72.9Unable to understand English
9.3*11.86.910.2Have a role that may be called on to assist
6.3npnp7.1Provide unpaid care to non-household member

53.3*37.542.757.4Pets needing evacuation
92.195.988.993.2Have access to alternate accommodation
24.6*14.029.223.1Require transport assistance
19.0*11.420.518.5Require assistance to exit dwelling

7.9*20.25.68.6Experienced any major emergencies

PR O P O R T I O N  (% )

818.910.4217.7590.9Total households

93.4*1.913.278.3Not willing to evacuate
25.3—8.017.4Unable to understand English
76.3**1.215.060.1Have a role that may be called on to assist
51.6npnp42.1Provide unpaid care to non-household member

436.23.992.8339.5Pets needing evacuation
754.39.9193.6550.8Have access to alternate accommodation
201.7*1.463.5136.8Require transport assistance
155.3*1.244.7109.5Require assistance to exit dwelling

65.1*2.112.150.9Experienced any major emergencies

HO U S E H O L D S  ( ' 0 0 0 )

TotalOther(a)Rented

Fully

owned,

or being

purchased

EVACUAT ION AND SELECTED HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERIST ICS, by tenure type —WA7
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution

100.0100.0100.0100.0Total households

11.44.86.312.9Not willing to evacuate
3.15.7*3.82.7Unable to understand English
9.37.14.610.3Have a role that may be called on to assist
6.35.86.26.4Provide unpaid care to non-household member

53.321.334.259.6Pets needing evacuation
92.187.892.792.5Have access to alternate accommodation
24.622.024.325.0Require transport assistance
19.09.813.320.8Require assistance to exit dwelling

7.9*3.9*3.49.1Experienced any major emergencies

PR O P O R T I O N  (% )

818.973.094.9651.0Total households

93.43.56.083.9Not willing to evacuate
25.3*4.2*3.617.6Unable to understand English
76.35.2*4.366.8Have a role that may be called on to assist
51.64.25.941.4Provide unpaid care to non-household member

436.215.532.5388.2Pets needing evacuation
754.364.188.0602.2Have access to alternate accommodation
201.716.123.0162.6Require transport assistance
155.37.212.7135.5Require assistance to exit dwelling

65.1*2.8*3.259.0Experienced any major emergencies

HO U S E H O L D S  ( ' 0 0 0 )

Total

Flat, unit

apartment

and other

dwelling

Semi-detached,

row or terrace

house town

house, etc.

Separate

house

EVACUAT ION AND SELECTED HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERIST ICS, by dwel l i ng type —WA8
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered too unreliable for general use
np not available for publication but included in totals where applicable, unless otherwise indicated

614.9140.0134.8181.9101.356.9Total households

76.620.013.722.512.08.5No torch for ready use

498.9109.9108.1151.983.745.1Keep important documents together

13.3*3.7*1.84.0*3.0*0.9Does not keep medication together
242.555.555.269.544.317.9Keeps medication together
255.859.257.073.647.318.8On medication for long term medical condition
309.264.670.396.351.726.4First aid qualification

187.944.740.250.338.814.0No internet access

218.950.447.358.140.622.4Both cordless and fixed handsets
124.329.723.937.123.110.5Fixed handset
211.245.850.868.328.218.1Cordless handset

60.014.012.618.19.55.8No landline telephone connection
Landline telephone

383.190.788.3114.557.831.8More than one mobile phone
175.437.334.753.730.619.2One mobile phone

56.312.011.713.713.05.9No mobile phones
Access to mobile phone

291.966.758.293.847.026.2No portable radio with working batteries

*2.4np*1.3npnpnpFood of this type but quantity not known
34.97.55.912.96.7*2.0More than 14 days

149.737.033.046.223.110.47– 14 days
145.931.434.738.927.113.84– 6 days
230.751.847.570.337.024.11– 3  days

51.212.112.413.37.26.2No food of this type
Food that does not need cooking or refrigeration

*3.7*1.3**1.5npnpnpStored drinking water but quantity not known
60.917.110.313.417.0*3.320 litres or more
34.38.35.711.95.0*3.410 to less than 20 litres
75.218.618.520.211.8*6.05 to less than 10 litres

210.440.045.368.738.418.01 to less than 5 litres
27.36.26.08.2*2.74.2Stored drinking water but less than 1 litre

202.948.547.459.126.321.5No stored drinking water
Available stored drinking water

62.714.311.420.412.3*4.3Agreed meeting place
276.057.957.382.451.826.6Exit plan from dwelling

HO U S E H O L D S  ( ' 0 0 0 )

South East

Metropolitan

South West

Metropolitan

North

Metropolitan

East

Metropolitan

Central

Metropolitan Perth

PERTH METROPOLITAN REGION

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, by Per th metropo l i tan reg ion —WA9
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered too unreliable for general use
np not available for publication but included in totals where applicable, unless otherwise indicated

100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0Total households

12.514.310.212.411.814.9No torch for ready use

81.178.580.383.582.679.4Keep important documents together

2.2*2.6*1.32.2*3.0*1.5Does not keep medication together
39.439.741.038.243.731.5Keeps medication together
41.642.342.340.446.733.0On medication for long term medical condition
50.346.152.252.951.046.3First aid qualification

30.631.929.827.638.324.6No internet access

35.636.035.132.040.139.4Both cordless and fixed handsets
20.221.217.720.422.818.5Fixed handset
34.332.737.737.527.831.9Cordless handset

9.810.09.39.99.310.3No landline telephone connection
Landline telephone

62.364.865.562.957.055.9More than one mobile phone
28.526.625.829.530.233.7One mobile phone

9.28.68.77.512.810.5No mobile phones
Access to mobile phone

47.547.643.251.646.446.1No portable radio with working batteries

*0.4np*1.0npnpnpFood of this type but quantity not known
5.75.34.47.16.6*3.5More than 14 days

24.426.424.525.422.818.37– 14 days
23.722.425.821.426.824.24– 6 days
37.537.035.238.736.542.41– 3  days

8.38.69.27.37.210.8No food of this type
Food that does not need cooking or refrigeration

*0.6*0.9**1.1npnpnpStored drinking water but quantity not known
9.912.27.67.416.8*5.720 litres or more
5.65.94.26.64.9*6.010 to less than 20 litres

12.213.313.811.111.610.65 to less than 10 litres
34.228.633.637.837.931.71 to less than 5 litres

4.44.44.54.5*2.67.4Stored drinking water but less than 1 litre
33.034.735.232.526.037.8No stored drinking water

Available stored drinking water
10.210.28.511.212.17.6Agreed meeting place
44.941.442.545.351.146.7Exit plan from dwelling

PR O P O R T I O N  (% )

South East

Metropolitan

South West

Metropolitan

North

Metropolitan

East

Metropolitan

Central

Metropolitan Perth

PERTH METROPOLITAN REGION

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, by Per th metropo l i tan reg ion —WA  co n t i n u e d
9
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— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
np not available for publication but included in totals

where applicable, unless otherwise indicated
(a) Total non–metropolitan region

* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50%
and should be used with caution

** estimate has a relative standard error greater than
50% and is considered too unreliable for general use

818.9204.182.1121.9Total households

89.813.2*4.98.2No torch for ready use

669.6170.768.3102.4Keep important documents together

17.64.3*1.5*2.8Does not keep medication together
332.089.534.155.4Keeps medication together
349.693.735.558.2On medication for long term medication
420.7111.648.962.7First aid qualification

264.776.729.846.9No internet access

294.175.327.348.0Both cordless and fixed handsets
170.145.817.927.9Fixed handset
266.955.725.130.6Cordless handset

87.327.311.815.5No landline telephone connection
Landline telephone

495.1112.049.662.4More than one mobile phone
242.466.925.641.3One mobile phone

81.525.26.918.2No mobile phones
Access to mobile phone

390.798.837.960.9No portable radio with working batteries

*2.7npnp—Food of this type but quantity not known
50.615.75.99.8More than 14 days

219.770.031.738.37– 14 days
193.347.417.629.84– 6 days
293.663.024.738.31– 3  days

59.07.8*2.05.8No food of this type
Food that does not need cooking or refrigeration

*4.9*1.2—*1.2Stored drinking water but quantity not known
148.887.939.848.120 litres or more

48.213.87.1*6.710 to less than 20 litres
92.016.87.19.75 to less than 10 litres

247.136.611.824.81 to less than 5 litres
31.8*4.4**0.8*3.6Stored drinking water but less than 1 litre

246.143.215.427.8No stored drinking water
Available stored drinking water

85.823.19.613.6Agreed meeting place
381.1105.241.663.6Exit plan from dwelling

HO U S E H O L D S  ( ' 0 0 0 )

Remainder

– Balance

WA

Lower

Western

WA

Western

Australia

Balance

of Western

Australia(a)

NON–METROPOLITAN
REGION

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, by non–  met ropo l i tan reg ion —WA10
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— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
np not available for publication but included in totals

where applicable, unless otherwise indicated
(a) Total non–metropolitan region

* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50%
and should be used with caution

** estimate has a relative standard error greater than
50% and is considered too unreliable for general use

100.0100.0100.0100.0Total households

11.06.5*6.06.8No torch for ready use

81.883.783.284.0Keep important documents together

2.22.1*1.8*2.3Does not keep medication together
40.543.841.545.4Keeps medication together
42.745.943.347.7On medication for long term medication
51.454.759.551.4First aid qualification

32.337.636.338.5No internet access

35.936.933.339.3Both cordless and fixed handsets
20.822.421.822.9Fixed handset
32.627.330.625.1Cordless handset
10.713.414.412.7No landline telephone connection

Landline telephone

60.554.960.451.1More than one mobile phone
29.632.831.133.9One mobile phone
10.012.38.515.0No mobile phones

Access to mobile phone

47.748.446.249.9No portable radio with working batteries

*0.3npnp—Food of this type but quantity not known
6.27.77.18.0More than 14 days

26.834.338.631.47– 14 days
23.623.221.524.44– 6 days
35.930.930.131.41– 3  days

7.23.8*2.54.7No food of this type
Food that does not need cooking or refrigeration

*0.6*0.6—*1.0Stored drinking water but quantity not known
18.243.148.539.420 litres or more

5.96.88.75.510 to less than 20 litres
11.28.38.78.05 to less than 10 litres
30.218.014.420.41 to less than 5 litres

3.9*2.2**1.0*2.9Stored drinking water but less than 1 litre
30.121.218.722.8No stored drinking water

Available stored drinking water
10.511.311.611.1Agreed meeting place
46.551.550.652.1Exit plan from dwelling

PR O P O R T I O N  (% )

Remainder

– Balance

WA

Lower

Western

WA

Western

Australia

Balance

of Western

Australia(a)

NON–METROPOLITAN
REGION

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, by non–  met ropo l i tan reg ion —WA  co n t i n u e d
10
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered too unreliable for

general use
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

818.9753.965.1Total households

89.887.4*2.4No torch for ready use

669.6614.355.3Keep important documents together

17.617.0**0.7Does not keep medication together
332.0305.126.9Keeps medication together
349.6322.027.5On medication for long term medical condition
420.7382.038.8First aid qualification

264.7247.517.2No internet access

294.1268.425.8Both cordless and fixed handsets
170.1152.018.2Fixed handset
266.9249.017.9Cordless handset

87.384.1*3.3No landline telephone connection
Landline telephone

495.1454.140.9More than one mobile phone
242.4223.918.5One mobile phone

81.575.9*5.7No mobile phones
Access to mobile phone

390.7364.726.1No portable radio with working batteries

*2.7*2.7—Food of this type but quantity not known
50.644.46.2More than 14 days

219.7198.621.17– 14 days
193.3173.419.94– 6 days
293.6277.516.21– 3  days

59.057.3*1.7No food of this type
Food that does not need cooking or refrigeration

*4.9*2.8*2.1Stored drinking water but quantity not known
148.8121.427.420 litres or more

48.241.26.910 to less than 20 litres
92.086.55.65 to less than 10 litres

247.1237.89.31 to less than 5 litres
31.829.7*2.1Stored drinking water but less than 1 litre

246.1234.511.7No stored drinking water
Available stored drinking water

85.874.211.6Agreed meeting place
381.1342.538.6Exit plan from dwelling

HO U S E H O L D S  ( ' 0 0 0 )

Total

Not

experienced

a major

emergency

Experienced

major

emergencies

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, by exper ience in majo r emergenc ies —WA11
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered too unreliable for

general use
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

100.0100.0100.0Total households

11.011.6*3.7No torch for ready use

81.881.585.0Keep important documents together

2.22.3**1.0Does not keep medication together
40.540.541.3Keeps medication together
42.742.742.3On medication for long term medical condition
51.450.759.6First aid qualification

32.332.826.4No internet access

35.935.639.6Both cordless and fixed handsets
20.820.227.9Fixed handset
32.633.027.4Cordless handset
10.711.1*5.0No landline telephone connection

Landline telephone

60.560.262.9More than one mobile phone
29.629.728.4One mobile phone
10.010.1*8.7No mobile phones

Access to mobile phone

47.748.440.0No portable radio with working batteries

*0.3*0.4—Food of this type but quantity not known
6.25.99.5More than 14 days

26.826.332.47– 14 days
23.623.030.64– 6 days
35.936.824.91– 3  days

7.27.6*2.7No food of this type
Food that does not need cooking or refrigeration

*0.6*0.4*3.3Stored drinking water but quantity not known
18.216.142.120 litres or more

5.95.510.610 to less than 20 litres
11.211.58.55 to less than 10 litres
30.231.514.21 to less than 5 litres

3.93.9*3.2Stored drinking water but less than 1 litre
30.131.117.9No stored drinking water

Available stored drinking water
10.59.817.8Agreed meeting place
46.545.459.3Exit plan from dwelling

PR O P O R T I O N  (% )

Total

Not

experienced

a major

emergency

Experienced

major

emergencies

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, by exper ience in majo r emergenc ies —WA  co n t i n u e d
11
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered too unreliable for

general use
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
np not available for publication but included in totals where applicable, unless otherwise indicated

818.9793.625.3Total households

89.884.7*5.1No torch for ready use

669.6649.020.6Keep important documents together

17.6npnpDoes not keep medication together
332.0322.49.6Keeps medication together
349.6339.510.1On medication for long term medical condition
420.7413.67.2First aid qualification

264.7251.313.3No internet access

294.1286.08.2Both cordless and fixed handsets
170.1162.37.9Fixed handset
266.9260.06.9Cordless handset

87.384.9*2.4No landline telephone connection
Landline telephone

495.1482.512.5More than one mobile phone
242.4233.68.8One mobile phone

81.577.54.1No mobile phones
Access to mobile phone

390.7377.113.7No portable radio with working batteries

*2.7*2.7—Food of this type but quantity not known
50.649.7**0.9More than 14 days

219.7215.74.17– 14 days
193.3187.06.44– 6 days
293.6285.48.21– 3  days

59.053.25.8No food of this type
Food that does not need cooking or refrigeration

*4.9*4.9—Stored drinking water but quantity not known
148.8146.42.520 litres or more

48.246.6*1.610 to less than 20 litres
92.090.1*2.05 to less than 10 litres

247.1236.510.61 to less than 5 litres
31.830.2*1.6Stored drinking water but less than 1 litre

246.1238.97.2No stored drinking water
Available stored drinking water

85.881.8*4.1Agreed meeting place
381.1372.09.1Exit plan from dwelling

HO U S E H O L D S  ( ' 0 0 0 )

Total

All

members of

household

understand

English

Household

with

member

who

does not

understand

English

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, by abi l i t y to unders tand Eng l i sh —WA12
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered too unreliable for

general use
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
np not available for publication but included in totals where applicable, unless otherwise indicated

100.0100.0100.0Total households

11.010.7*20.1No torch for ready use

81.881.881.3Keep important documents together

2.2npnpDoes not keep medication together
40.540.637.8Keeps medication together
42.742.839.8On medication for long term medical condition
51.452.128.4First aid qualification

32.331.752.5No internet access

35.936.032.3Both cordless and fixed handsets
20.820.431.0Fixed handset
32.632.827.0Cordless handset
10.710.7*9.6No landline telephone connection

Landline telephone

60.560.849.5More than one mobile phone
29.629.434.6One mobile phone
10.09.816.0No mobile phones

Access to mobile phone

47.747.554.0No portable radio with working batteries

*0.3*0.3—Food of this type but quantity not known
6.26.3**3.5More than 14 days

26.827.216.17– 14 days
23.623.625.14– 6 days
35.936.032.61– 3  days

7.26.722.8No food of this type
Food that does not need cooking or refrigeration

*0.6*0.6—Stored drinking water but quantity not known
18.218.4*9.820 litres or more

5.95.9*6.210 to less than 20 litres
11.211.4*7.75 to less than 10 litres
30.229.841.81 to less than 5 litres

3.93.8*6.2Stored drinking water but less than 1 litre
30.130.128.4No stored drinking water

Available stored drinking water
10.510.3*16.1Agreed meeting place
46.546.936.1Exit plan from dwelling

PR O P O R T I O N  (% )

Total

All

members of

household

understand

English

Household

with

member

who

does not

understand

English

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, by abi l i t y to unders tand Eng l i sh —WA  co n t i n u e d
12
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np not available for publication but included in totals where applicable,
unless otherwise indicated

(a) May also have persons aged 60 years and over.
(b) May also have persons aged under 15 years.

* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used
with caution

** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered
too unreliable for general use

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

238.7223.9818.97.7216.2231.1364.0Total households

15.424.189.8npnp14.950.7No torch for ready use

211.0178.1669.67.0171.1204.0287.5Keep important documents together

5.24.717.6npnp5.07.9Does not keep medication together
169.963.9332.04.559.3165.4102.7Keeps medication together
175.168.6349.64.763.9170.4110.6On medication for long term medical condition

68.1143.6420.7*3.8139.864.4212.8First aid qualification

130.739.7264.7*1.738.0129.096.0No internet access

98.678.9294.12.876.195.8119.5Both cordless and fixed handsets
76.630.1170.1*2.327.974.465.6Fixed handset
54.795.1266.9*2.692.552.1119.7Cordless handset

8.819.587.3—19.58.859.0No landline telephone connection
Landline telephone

76.6187.1495.16.6180.570.0238.0More than one mobile phone
94.833.0242.4**0.932.193.9115.5One mobile phone
67.4*3.881.5npnp67.210.5No mobile phones

Access to mobile phone

88.6123.2390.7*4.9118.383.7183.9No portable radio with working batteries

npnp*2.7npnpnp*2.0Food of this type but quantity not known
21.610.450.6npnp21.119.1More than 14 days
67.254.7219.7*1.553.265.799.47– 14 days
54.258.9193.3*1.757.152.582.04– 6 days
75.289.8293.6*3.586.371.7132.11– 3  days
20.19.759.0npnp19.929.4No food of this type

Food that does not need cooking or refrigeration

*1.1*1.9*4.9—*1.9*1.1*2.0Stored drinking water but quantity not known
52.636.6148.8*1.335.351.361.020 litres or more
10.216.148.2npnp9.922.110 to less than 20 litres
20.834.292.0*2.232.018.639.25 to less than 10 litres
72.261.9247.1*1.560.470.7114.51 to less than 5 litres
11.87.331.8—7.311.812.6Stored drinking water but less than 1 litre
70.165.8246.1*2.363.567.7112.6No stored drinking water

Available stored drinking water
25.031.685.8npnp24.529.8Agreed meeting place

135.593.5381.1*3.190.3132.4155.3Exit plan from dwelling

HO U S E H O L D S  ( ' 0 0 0 )

At least

one

person

aged 60

years

and over

No

persons

aged 60

years

and over

At least

one

person

aged 60

years

and over

No

persons

aged 60

years

and over

At least

one

person

aged 60

years

and

over(b)

At least

one

person

under 15

years(a)
Total

households

AT LEAST ONE
PERSON UNDER
15 YEARS OF AGE

NO PERSONS UNDER
15 YEARS OF AGE

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, by age group —WA13
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np not available for publication but included in totals where applicable,
unless otherwise indicated

(a) May also have persons aged 60 years and over.
(b) May also have persons aged under 15 years.

* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used
with caution

** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered
too unreliable for general use

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0Total households

6.510.811.0npnp6.513.9No torch for ready use

88.479.681.891.679.188.379.0Keep important documents together

2.22.12.2npnp2.22.2Does not keep medication together
71.228.540.559.327.471.628.2Keeps medication together
73.330.642.761.829.573.730.4On medication for long term medical condition
28.564.151.449.264.627.958.5First aid qualification

54.717.732.3*22.317.655.826.4No internet access

41.335.235.936.835.241.532.8Both cordless and fixed handsets
32.113.520.8*29.312.932.218.0Fixed handset
22.942.532.633.942.822.632.9Cordless handset

3.78.710.7—9.03.816.2No landline telephone connection
Landline telephone

32.183.660.585.783.530.365.4More than one mobile phone
39.714.729.6**11.814.840.631.7One mobile phone
28.2*1.710.0npnp29.12.9No mobile phones

Access to mobile phone

37.155.047.763.654.736.250.5No portable radio with working batteries

npnp*0.3npnpnp*0.5Food of this type but quantity not known
9.04.66.2npnp9.15.2More than 14 days

28.124.426.8*20.124.628.427.37– 14 days
22.726.323.6*22.426.422.722.54– 6 days
31.540.135.9*45.339.931.036.31– 3  days

8.44.37.2npnp8.68.1No food of this type
Food that does not need cooking or refrigeration

*0.5*0.8*0.6—*0.9*0.5*0.5Stored drinking water but quantity not known
22.016.318.2*17.516.322.216.720 litres or more

4.37.25.9npnp4.36.110 to less than 20 litres
8.715.311.2*28.814.88.010.85 to less than 10 litres

30.227.630.2*19.927.930.631.51 to less than 5 litres
4.93.33.9—3.45.13.5Stored drinking water but less than 1 litre

29.429.430.1*30.429.329.330.9No stored drinking water
Available stored drinking water

10.514.110.5npnp10.68.2Agreed meeting place
56.841.746.5*40.841.857.342.7Exit plan from dwelling

PR O P O R T I O N  (% )

At least

one

person

aged 60

years

and over

No

persons

aged 60

years

and over

At least

one

person

aged 60

years

and over

No

persons

aged 60

years

and over

At least

one

person

aged 60

years

and

over(b)

At least

one

person

under 15

years(a)
Total

households

AT LEAST ONE
PERSON UNDER
15 YEARS OF AGE

NO PERSONS UNDER
15 YEARS OF AGE

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, by age group —WA  co n t i n u e d
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np not available for publication but included in totals where
applicable, unless otherwise indicated

(a) May include children under 15 years, dependent students and
non-dependent children.

* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and
should be used with caution

** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is
considered too unreliable for general use

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

818.972.278.1243.1210.7214.8Total households

89.813.112.518.612.133.6No torch for ready use

669.651.361.7202.2185.3169.1Keep important documents together

17.6*2.1*1.25.44.84.1Does not keep medication together
332.028.227.277.1108.590.9Keeps medication together
349.630.328.482.5113.395.0On medication for long term medical condition
420.743.938.5164.4105.668.4First aid qualification

264.721.825.926.365.4125.3No internet access

294.120.722.499.790.061.4Both cordless and fixed handsets
170.114.515.333.741.764.9Fixed handset
266.923.926.5101.965.649.0Cordless handset

87.313.013.97.613.539.3No landline telephone connection
Landline telephone

495.163.051.6222.8138.419.3More than one mobile phone
242.46.524.316.855.9138.8One mobile phone

81.5*2.7*2.2*3.516.456.7No mobile phones
Access to mobile phone

390.735.542.7122.479.5110.6No portable radio with working batteries

*2.7**0.7—**0.7**0.6**0.7Food of this type but quantity not known
50.64.7*2.810.819.213.1More than 14 days

219.716.723.060.364.155.67– 14 days
193.315.416.765.055.041.34– 6 days
293.630.131.094.660.877.21– 3  days

59.04.74.711.711.026.9No food of this type
Food that does not need cooking or refrigeration

*4.9**0.6np*2.3*1.1npStored drinking water but quantity not known
148.812.48.343.054.830.320 litres or more

48.2*4.06.618.012.27.310 to less than 20 litres
92.08.310.635.222.115.85 to less than 10 litres

247.123.724.165.061.273.11 to less than 5 litres
31.8*2.24.04.98.012.6Stored drinking water but less than 1 litre

246.120.924.074.751.375.2No stored drinking water
Available stored drinking water

85.89.311.832.032.8—Agreed meeting place
381.128.532.794.991.0134.0Exit plan from dwelling

HO U S E H O L D S  ( ' 0 0 0 )

Total

Other

household

types

Lone

parent with

children(a)
Couple with

children(a)
Couple

only

Person

living

alone

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, by househo ld type —WA14
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np not available for publication but included in totals where
applicable, unless otherwise indicated

(a) May include children under 15 years, dependent students and
non-dependent children.

* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and
should be used with caution

** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is
considered too unreliable for general use

— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0100.0Total households

11.018.115.97.65.715.6No torch for ready use

81.871.179.083.287.978.7Keep important documents together

2.2*2.9*1.52.22.31.9Does not keep medication together
40.539.134.831.751.542.3Keeps medication together
42.741.936.433.953.844.2On medication for long term medical condition
51.460.949.367.650.131.8First aid qualification

32.330.233.110.831.058.3No internet access

35.928.728.741.042.728.6Both cordless and fixed handsets
20.820.219.613.819.830.2Fixed handset
32.633.133.941.931.122.8Cordless handset
10.718.117.83.16.418.3No landline telephone connection

Landline telephone

60.587.366.091.765.79.0More than one mobile phone
29.69.131.16.926.564.6One mobile phone
10.0*3.7*2.9*1.47.826.4No mobile phones

Access to mobile phone

47.749.254.650.337.851.5No portable radio with working batteries

*0.3**0.9—**0.3**0.3**0.3Food of this type but quantity not known
6.26.5*3.64.59.16.1More than 14 days

26.823.229.424.830.425.97– 14 days
23.621.321.426.726.119.24– 6 days
35.941.739.638.928.935.91– 3  days

7.26.56.04.85.212.5No food of this type
Food that does not need cooking or refrigeration

*0.6**0.9np*1.0*0.5npStored drinking water but quantity not known
18.217.210.617.726.014.120 litres or more

5.9*5.58.57.45.83.410 to less than 20 litres
11.211.513.614.510.57.35 to less than 10 litres
30.232.830.826.729.134.01 to less than 5 litres

3.9*3.05.22.03.85.9Stored drinking water but less than 1 litre
30.129.030.830.724.335.0No stored drinking water

Available stored drinking water
10.512.815.113.115.6—Agreed meeting place
46.539.541.939.043.262.4Exit plan from dwelling

PR O P O R T I O N  (% )

Total

Other

household

types

Lone

parent with

children(a)
Couple with

children(a)
Couple

only

Person

living

alone

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, by househo ld type —WA  co n t i n u e d
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered too unreliable for general

use
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
np not available for publication but included in totals where applicable, unless otherwise indicated
(a) Includes life tenure scheme, rent–free, other tenure types and inadequately described arrangements.

818.910.4217.7590.9Total households

89.8npnp46.7No torch for ready use

669.6*9.1167.8492.8Keep important documents together

17.6—*3.214.4Does not keep medication together
332.0*4.770.3257.0Keeps medication together
349.6*4.773.5271.4On medication for long term medical condition
420.7*4.5107.7308.6First aid qualification

264.7*4.890.9169.0No internet access

294.1*4.341.7248.2Both cordless and fixed handsets
170.1*2.751.3116.1Fixed handset
266.9*2.665.4198.9Cordless handset

87.3**0.759.127.5No landline telephone connection
Landline telephone

495.1*4.6123.9366.6More than one mobile phone
242.4*3.577.0161.8One mobile phone

81.5*2.216.862.6No mobile phones
Access to mobile phone

390.74.3121.0265.4No portable radio with working batteries

*2.7npnp*2.2Food of this type but quantity not known
50.6npnp38.1More than 14 days

219.7*3.551.7164.67– 14 days
193.32.946.1144.34– 6 days
293.6*2.885.3205.61– 3  days

59.0npnp36.2No food of this type
Food that does not need cooking or refrigeration

*4.9—*1.1*3.8Stored drinking water but quantity not known
148.8*3.723.1122.020 litres or more

48.2npnp32.310 to less than 20 litres
92.0*0.925.365.85 to less than 10 litres

247.1*3.378.5165.31 to less than 5 litres
31.8—9.022.8Stored drinking water but less than 1 litre

246.1*2.265.1178.8No stored drinking water
Available stored drinking water

85.8*3.321.161.4Agreed meeting place
381.1*6.898.4275.9Exit plan from dwelling

HO U S E H O L D S  ( ' 0 0 0 )

TotalOther(a)Rented

Fully

owned,

or being

purchased

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, by tenure type —WA15
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
np not available for publication but included in totals where applicable, unless otherwise indicated
(a) Includes life tenure scheme, rent–free, other tenure types and inadequately described arrangements.

100.0100.0100.0100.0Total households

11.0npnp7.9No torch for ready use

81.887.677.183.4Keep important documents together

2.2—*1.52.4Does not keep medication together
40.5*45.632.343.5Keeps medication together
42.7*45.633.845.9On medication for long term medical condition
51.443.649.552.2First aid qualification

32.346.041.828.6No internet access

35.941.519.242.0Both cordless and fixed handsets
20.8*26.523.619.6Fixed handset
32.6*25.530.033.7Cordless handset
10.7*6.627.14.7No landline telephone connection

Landline telephone

60.544.856.962.0More than one mobile phone
29.6*34.235.427.4One mobile phone
10.0*21.07.710.6No mobile phones

Access to mobile phone

47.741.455.644.9No portable radio with working batteries

*0.3npnp*0.4Food of this type but quantity not known
6.2npnp6.4More than 14 days

26.833.423.827.87– 14 days
23.628.421.224.44– 6 days
35.927.139.234.81– 3  days

7.2npnp6.1No food of this type
Food that does not need cooking or refrigeration

*0.6—*0.5*0.6Stored drinking water but quantity not known
18.2*35.910.620.720 litres or more

5.9npnp5.510 to less than 20 litres
11.2*9.111.611.15 to less than 10 litres
30.2*31.636.128.01 to less than 5 litres

3.9—4.13.9Stored drinking water but less than 1 litre
30.1*21.229.930.3No stored drinking water

Available stored drinking water
10.5*31.99.710.4Agreed meeting place
46.565.445.246.7Exit plan from dwelling

PR O P O R T I O N  (% )

TotalOther(a)Rented

Fully

owned,

or being

purchased

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, by tenure type —WA  co n t i n u e d
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered too unreliable for general use
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
np not available for publication but included in totals where applicable, unless otherwise indicated

818.973.094.9651.0Total households

89.817.817.454.6No torch for ready use

669.660.879.5529.3Keep important documents together

17.6**1.4*1.714.5Does not keep medication together
332.029.337.0265.7Keeps medication together
349.630.738.7280.2On medication for long term medical condition
420.725.134.2361.4First aid qualification

264.737.639.3187.8No internet access

294.114.227.7252.2Both cordless and fixed handsets
170.122.822.3125.0Fixed handset
266.919.231.0216.6Cordless handset

87.316.813.756.9No landline telephone connection
Landline telephone

495.126.939.5428.7More than one mobile phone
242.432.341.9168.2One mobile phone

81.513.913.554.1No mobile phones
Access to mobile phone

390.737.048.7305.0No portable radio with working batteries

*2.7npnp*2.0Food of this type but quantity not known
50.64.23.842.6More than 14 days

219.717.122.1180.57– 14 days
193.312.021.8159.54– 6 days
293.630.739.0223.91– 3  days

59.08.87.842.4No food of this type
Food that does not need cooking or refrigeration

*4.9——*4.9Stored drinking water but quantity not known
148.83.65.0140.220 litres or more

48.24.04.040.110 to less than 20 litres
92.06.78.776.65 to less than 10 litres

247.130.239.4177.51 to less than 5 litres
31.8*4.76.620.4Stored drinking water but less than 1 litre

246.123.831.2191.2No stored drinking water
Available stored drinking water

85.85.9*7.772.2Agreed meeting place
381.140.053.7287.5Exit plan from dwelling

HO U S E H O L D S  ( ' 0 0 0 )

Total

Flat, unit,

apartment

and other

dwelling

Semi-detached,

row or terrace

house town

house, etc.

Separate

house

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, by dwe l l ing type —WA16
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* estimate has a relative standard error of 25% to 50% and should be used with caution
** estimate has a relative standard error greater than 50% and is considered too unreliable for general use
— nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)
np not available for publication but included in totals where applicable, unless otherwise indicated

100.0100.0100.0100.0Total households

11.024.418.38.4No torch for ready use

81.883.383.781.3Keep important documents together

2.2**1.9*1.82.2Does not keep medication together
40.540.139.040.8Keeps medication together
42.742.040.843.0On medication for long term medical condition
51.434.336.155.5First aid qualification

32.351.541.428.9No internet access

35.919.529.238.7Both cordless and fixed handsets
20.831.223.519.2Fixed handset
32.626.332.733.3Cordless handset
10.723.014.48.7No landline telephone connection

Landline telephone

60.536.841.765.8More than one mobile phone
29.644.244.125.8One mobile phone
10.019.014.28.3No mobile phones

Access to mobile phone

47.750.751.346.9No portable radio with working batteries

*0.3npnp*0.3Food of this type but quantity not known
6.25.84.06.5More than 14 days

26.823.423.327.77– 14 days
23.616.522.924.54– 6 days
35.942.141.134.41– 3  days

7.212.08.26.5No food of this type
Food that does not need cooking or refrigeration

*0.6——*0.8Stored drinking water but quantity not known
18.25.05.321.520 litres or more

5.9*5.54.36.210 to less than 20 litres
11.29.19.211.85 to less than 10 litres
30.241.441.527.31 to less than 5 litres

3.9*6.47.03.1Stored drinking water but less than 1 litre
30.132.632.829.4No stored drinking water

Available stored drinking water
10.58.18.211.1Agreed meeting place
46.554.756.644.2Exit plan from dwelling

PR O P O R T I O N  (% )

Total

Flat, unit,

apartment

and other

dwelling

Semi-detached,

row or terrace

house town

house, etc.

Separate

house

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, by dwe l l ing type —WA  co n t i n u e d
16

34 A B S • CO M M U N I T Y P R E P A R E D N E S S FO R EM E R G E N C I E S , W A • 4 8 1 8 . 5 • OC T 2 0 0 7



8    The ABS produces a wide range of publications concerning social, housing and

demographic statistics. Users may wish to refer to the following ABS publication which

relate to the survey topic:

Information Paper: Emergency Management Information Development Plan, 2006,

cat. no. 1385.0

Emergency Management Information Development Plan Matrix, 2006, cat. no.

1385.0.55.001

Community Preparedness for Emergencies, New South Wales, October 2003, cat.

no. 4818.1

9    Current publications and other products released by the ABS are listed in the

Catalogue of Publications and Products (cat. no. 1101.0). The Catalogue is available

from any ABS office or the ABS web site <http://www.abs.gov.au>. The ABS also issues a

daily Release Advice on the web site which details products to be released in the week

ahead.

RE L A T E D PU B L I C A T I O N S

7    ABS publications draw extensively on information provided freely by individuals,

businesses, governments and other organisations. Their continued cooperation is very

much appreciated. Without it, the wide range of statistics published by the ABS would

not be available. Information received by the ABS is treated in strict confidence as

required by the Census and Statistics Act, 1905.

AC K N O W L E D G M E N T

6    Estimates in this publication have been rounded and discrepancies may occur

between sums of the component items and totals.

EF F E C T S OF RO U N D I N G

5    Coverage rules were applied to ensure that each person was associated with only one

dwelling and hence had only one chance of selection in the survey.

CO V E R A G E

3    The  WA Community Preparedness for Emergencies Survey was conducted on a

subset of the full sample of private dwellings in WA that were included in the MPS. The

survey covered all persons who were usual residents of private dwellings except:

! members of the Australian permanent defence forces

! certain diplomatic personnel of overseas governments, customarily excluded from

censuses and surveys

! overseas residents in Australia

! members of non–Australian defence forces (and their dependents) stationed in

Australia

! persons living in sparsely settled areas of WA.

4    Information was collected by either face to face or telephone interview from one

responsible adult per household. This adult answered questions on behalf of the

household. Information was sought from approximately 3,837 households and data was

obtained from approximately 95% of these households.

SC O P E

1    This publication contains results from the Western Australia (WA) Community

Preparedness for Emergencies Survey, conducted throughout WA during the two weeks

commencing Monday, 9 October 2007.

2    The survey was conducted as a supplement to the ABS Monthly Population Survey

(MPS). The MPS is based on a multi–stage area sample of private dwellings and a list

sample of special dwellings (hotels, motels, hospitals, prisons, short–stay caravan parks,

etc.). Persons living in special dwellings were excluded from the scope of this survey.

Information is obtained from the occupants of the selected dwellings by specially trained

interviewers.  For details of the design, scope and coverage of the MPS, users should

refer to any recent edition of the ABS publication, Labour Force, Australia (cat. no.

6202.0) or the November 2002 edition of Information Paper: Labour Force Survey

Sample Design (cat. no. 6269.0).

I N T R O D U C T I O N
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Experienced any major emergenciesEvacuation and selected

household character ist ics

Tenure type

Fully owned, or being purchased

Rented

Other

Household type

Person living alone

Couple only

Couple with children

Couple with children aged 0–14

Couple with children aged 0–14, and 15 and over

Couple with children aged 15 and over

Lone parent with children

Lone parent with children aged 0–14

Lone parent with children aged 0–14, and 15 and over

Lone parent with children aged 15 and over

All other households

Specific age profile category of household

At least one child under 15 years of age

At least one person aged 60 years and over

Households with persons aged between 15 to 59 years only

Household size

Lone person

Two person

Three person

Four or more persons

Household character ist ics

Area of usual residence

Perth Region

Balance of WA Region

Region of usual residence

Central Metropolitan

Eastern Metropolitan

Northern Metropolitan

South West Metropolitan

South East Metropolitan

Lower Western WA

Remainder – Balance of WA

Dwelling type

Separate house

Semi–detached, row or terrace house, townhouse etc.

Flat, unit or apartment and Other dwelling combined

DA T A I T E M S

Dwel l ing character ist ics

In addition to the statistics provided in this publication, the ABS can produce customised

tabulations on request. Subject to confidentiality and sampling variability constraints,

tabulations can be produced from the survey by cross–classifying any of the following

data items for the relevant survey populations.

AD D I T I O N A L DA T A AV A I L A B L E
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Whether household has stored drinking water

Households with stored drinking water in bottles, containers or tanks

Less than 1 litre

1 to less than 5 litres

5 to less than 10 litres

10 to less than 20 litres

20 litres or more

Uncertain in the volume of stored drinking water

Whether household has food that does not need cooking or refrigeration

Quantity of this type of food the household has available to sustain its members

expressed in days:

1 – 2  days of consumption

3 – 6 days of consumption

7 – 14 days of consumption

14 days or more of consumption

Don't know

Whether household has a portable radio with working batteries

Number of mobile phones in household

0

1

2

3

4

5 or more

Whether household has landline telephone service

Preparedness for emergency

Households with members needing help to exit the dwelling due to:

Mobility impaired

Visually impaired

Hearing impaired

Intellectual disability

Other

Household members needing transport assistance to leave the area

Households with alternate accommodation if evacuated

Pets needing evacuation

Household members providing unpaid care for non–household members

Household members who have a role that may require them to assist in an emergency,

as:

Volunteer

Paid employment

Other (specify)

Households with at least one member who does not understand English

Household members unwilling to evacuate and reason:

Looters, security or vandalism

Stay & protect in a bushfire

Other

Evacuation and selected

household character ist ics

continued

A B S • CO M M U N I T Y P R E P A R E D N E S S FO R EM E R G E N C I E S , W A • 4 8 1 8 . 5 • OC T 2 0 0 7 37

A P P E N D I X  continued



Types of landline handsets present in the household with landline

Cordless

Fixed

Both

Uncertain in the type of landline handsets available

Whether household has access to the internet

Whether any member of household has first aid qualification     

Whether anyone in the household is on medication for long term medical conditions

Whether household keeps medication together

Whether household keeps important documents together

Whether household has a torch which is ready for use

Preparedness for emergency

continued
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8    Published estimates may also be used to calculate the difference between two survey

estimates (of numbers or percentages). Such an estimate is subject to sampling

error.The sampling error of the difference between two estimates depends on their SEs

and the relationship (correlation) between them. An approximate SE of  the difference

between two estimates (x–y) may be calculated by the following formula:

D I F F E R E N C E S

[ ] [ ] 
= − 

 

2 2
( ) ( )

x
RSE RSE x RSE y

y

7    Proportions formed from the ratio of two estimates are also subject to sampling

errors. The size of the error depends on the accuracy of both the numerator and the

denominator. A formula to approximate the RSE of a proportion is given below. This

formula is only valid when x is a subset of y.

PR O P O R T I O N S AN D

PE R C E N T A G E S

3    RSEs for estimates from 2007 Community Preparedness for Emergencies, Western

Australia survey are published for the first time in 'direct' form. Previously a statistical

model was produced that relates the size of estimates to their corresponding RSEs, and

this information was displayed via a 'SE table'. From this point onwards, RSEs for

Community Preparedness for Emergencies estimates will be calculated for each separate

estimate and published individually. The Jackknife method of variance estimation is used

for this process, which involves the calculation of 30 'replicate' estimates based on 30

different subsamples of the original sample. The variability of estimates obtained from

these subsamples is used to estimate the sample variability surrounding the main

estimate.

4    Limited publication space does not allow for the separate indication of the SEs

and/or RSEs of all the estimates in this publication. However, RSEs for all these estimates

will be available free-of-charge on the ABS web site <www.abs.gov.au>.

5    In the tables in this publication, only estimates (numbers and proportions) with RSEs

less than 25% are considered sufficiently reliable for most purposes. However, estimates

with larger RSEs have been included and are preceded by an asterisk (e.g. *3.4) to

indicate they are subject to high SEs and should be used with caution. Estimates with

RSEs greater than 50% are preceded by a double asterisk (e.g. **2.1) to indicate that they

are considered too unreliable for general use.

6    The statistical weighting and estimation design of the Community Preparedness for

Emergencies, Western Australia 2007 survey were based on data from the 2001 Census.

Accordingly, estimated household data may not align with the recently released 2006

Census figures. Detailed 2006 Census data will be ready for use in weighting and design

of ABS surveys towards the end of 2008.

=%  x 100
SE

RSE
estimate

1    Since the estimates in this publication are based on information obtained from

occupants of a sample of dwellings, they are subject to sampling variability. That is, they

may differ from those estimates that would have been produced if all occupants of all

dwellings had been included in the survey. One measure of the likely difference is given

by the standard error (SE), which indicates the extent to which an estimate might have

varied by chance because only a sample of dwellings (or occupants) was included. There

are about two chances in three (67%) that a sample estimate will differ by less than one

SE from the number that would have been obtained if all dwellings had been included,

and about 19 chances in 20 (95%) that the difference will be less than two SEs.

2    Another measure of the likely difference is the relative standard error (RSE), which is

obtained by expressing the SE as a percentage of the estimate:

RE L I A B I L I T Y OF TH E

ES T I M A T E S
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T E C H N I C A L N O T E  DA T A QU A L I T Y



10    If the value of this test statistic is greater than 1.96 then we may say there is good

evidence of a real difference (at the 95% confidence interval level) in the two populations

with respect to that characteristic. Otherwise, it cannot be stated with confidence that

there is a real difference between the populations.

11    The imprecision due to sampling variability, which is measured by the SE, should

not be confused with inaccuracies that may occur because of imperfections in reporting

by respondents and recording by interviewers, and errors made in coding and processing

data. Inaccuracies of this kind are referred to as non-sampling error, and they occur in

any enumeration, whether it be a full count or sample. Every effort is made to reduce

non-sampling error to a minimum by careful design of questionnaires, intensive training

and supervision of interviewers, and efficient operating procedures.

−
−

( )
( )
x y

SE x y

9    The statistical significance test for any of the comparisons between estimates can be

performed to determine whether it is likely that there is a difference between the

corresponding population characteristics. The standard error of the difference between

two corresponding estimates (x and y) can be calculated using  the formula in paragraph

8. This standard error is then used to calculate the following test statistic:

S I G N I F I C A N C E TE S T I N G

( ) ( ) ( )− = +      
2 2

SE x y SE x SE y
D I F F E R E N C E S  continued
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A family consisting of a lone parent with at least one dependent or non–dependent child
(regardless of age) who is also usually resident in the family. This family type may or may
not include other related individuals.

The one parent family concept can be expanded to elaborate on the characteristics of
the children, such as whether they are dependent children or not and for dependent
children whether they are aged under 15 or are dependent students. Examples of one
parent families include: a 25–year–old parent with dependent children; and an
80–year–old parent living with a 50–year–old child.

Lone parent with children

In the case of life tenure scheme/s the  person/s has/have a contract to live in the
dwelling for the term of his/her life but without the full rights of ownership and usually
has/have limited or no equity in the dwelling. This is a common arrangement in
retirement villages.

Life tenure scheme

A group of residents of a dwelling who share common facilities and meals or who
consider themselves to be a household. It is possible for a dwelling to contain more than
one household, for example, where regular provision is made for groups to take meals
separately and where persons consider their household to be separate.

Household

Flat, unit or apartment represents all dwellings in blocks of flats, units or apartments.
These dwellings usually share a common entrance foyer or stairwell. This category also
includes flats attached to houses such as granny flats and houses converted into two or
more flats.

Other dwelling describes accommodation that may be classified as to include: caravan,
tent, cabin, houseboat, improvised home, and house or flat attached to a shop, office,
factory or storage facility.

Flat, unit or apartment and
other dwelling

Two or more persons, one of whom is at least 15 years of age, who are related by blood,
marriage (registered or de facto), adoption, step or fostering, and who are usually
resident in the same household. The basis of a family is formed by identifying the
presence of a couple relationship, lone parent–child relationship or other blood
relationship. Some households will, therefore, contain more than one family.

Family

An agreed plan for rapid exit from the household residence if there was an emergency.Exit plan

An action plan to deal with an emergency situation. It may include any of the following:
steps to take in preparation immediately before an expected emergency; procedure for
how to evacuate; and steps to take during an emergency.

Emergency plan

An event that threatens or damages the dwelling or threatens or harms occupants of the
dwelling. Major categories include house fires, bushfires, flooding, hail, wind and storms.
Excludes emergencies of a purely medical nature.

Emergency

A 'dwelling' is defined as a suite of rooms contained within a building which are
self–contained and intended for long–term residential use.  To be self–contained the
suite of rooms must possess cooking and bathing facilities as building fixtures.

Dwelling

This is a couple family with children present. It can be expanded to elaborate on the
characteristics of those children, such as their number, age and dependency status. This
family may or may not include other related individuals.

Couple with children

A couple relationship is defined as two people usually residing in the same household
who share a social, economic and emotional bond usually associated with marriage and
who consider their relationship to be a marriage or marriage–like union. This
relationship is identified by the presence of a registered marriage or de facto marriage.

Couple
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G L O S S A R Y



Drinking water kept in bottles, containers, or tanks.Stored drinking water

A house that stands alone in its own grounds separated from other dwellings by at least
half a metre. It may have a flat attached to it, such as a granny flat or converted garage.
The attached flat will be included in the 'Flat, unit or apartment' category.

Separate house

A dwelling that is either attached in some structural way to one or more dwellings or is
separated from neighbouring dwellings by less than half a metre (includes duplexes). It
has its own private grounds and no other dwelling above or below it.

Semi–detached, row or terrace
house, townhouse, etc.

A person’s area of usual residence as classified by the Statistical Region structure in the
Australian Standard Geographical Classification (ASGC). The classification divides
Western Australia into two Major Statistical Regions — the Perth Major Statistical Region
and the Balance of WA (otherwise know as the non–metropolitan region.) Perth Major
Statistical Region is further divided into Statistical Regions of — Central Metropolitan,
East Metropolitan, North Metropolitan, South West Metropolitan and South East
Metropolitan. For further information refer to Australian Standard Geographical
Classification, cat. no. 1216.0 and Information Paper: Regional Labour Force Statistics,
September 1997, cat. no. 6262.0.

Region of usual residence

This represents Perth Major Statistical Region which can then be further divided into
Statistical Regions of — Central Metropolitan, East Metropolitan, North Metropolitan,
South West Metropolitan and South East Metropolitan.

Perth metropolitan region

This tenure category specifically excludes household residence that is either fully owned,
being purchased or rented by the occupant. It includes life tenure scheme, participant of
rent/buy (or shared equity) scheme, rent–free accommodation and any other household
accommodation arrangement not described.

Other tenure type

This may include family of related individuals residing in the same household. These
individuals do not form a couple or parent–child relationship with any other person in
the household and are not related to a couple or one parent family in the household.

Other household types

The Australian Standard Geographical Classification (ASGC) divides Western Australia
into two Major Statistical Regions, namely Perth Major Statistical Region and the Balance
of Western Australia. Non–metropolitan region is represented by the Balance of Western
Australia Major Statistical Region, and can be further subdivided into two Statistical
Regions, namely: Lower Western Western Australia Statistical Region; and Remainder –
Balance Western Australia Statistical Region. For further information refer to Australian
Standard Geographical Classification (cat. no. 1216.0).

Non–metropolitan region
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www.abs.gov.auWEB ADDRESS

All statistics on the ABS website can be downloaded free
of charge.

  

F R E E A C C E S S T O S T A T I S T I C S

Client Services, ABS, GPO Box 796, Sydney NSW 2001POST

1300 135 211FAX

client.services@abs.gov.auEMAIL

1300 135 070PHONE

Our consultants can help you access the full range of
information published by the ABS that is available free of
charge from our website. Information tailored to your
needs can also be requested as a 'user pays' service.
Specialists are on hand to help you with analytical or
methodological advice.

I N F O R M A T I O N A N D R E F E R R A L S E R V I C E

www.abs.gov.au   the ABS website is the best place for
data from our publications and information about the ABS.

INTERNET

F O R M O R E I N F O R M A T I O N . . .
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